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MIDDLETOWN — While the moms of other teens are working on their back

toschool shopping lists, Karen Antone settles down at a laptop at her dining

room table to draft a list of a different sort.

Addressed to her son Phillip’s teachers, the document is an amalgam of

details about the 17yearold: Social interaction is tough for the teen, she

writes, so he should be encouraged to work with his peers.

If he gets a little frustrated, a joke or funny face may bring him back on track

— Phillip’s got a great sense of humor, Antone adds.

It’s among a dozen other fast facts she includes about the boy, who’s autistic.

“Every year I send a letter in,” Antone said.

“Transition was one of the big issues Phillip had;

now it’s focus and attention. By them knowing what

he likes, it helps to motivate him when he could get

stuck at times.”

The teen, a Boy Scout and cross country team

member who’s starting his senior year at
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Phillip Antone, 17, of Middletown and his mother, Karen, pick fresh vegetables from the kitchen garden on the grounds
of the Impact Oasis Trail Center in Monmouth County. / Gannett NJ photo/MARY FRANK
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Did you know?

There were nearly 218,000 students classified
with special needs ranging from autism to visual
impairments, from learning disabilities to brain
injuries, in the state’s public schools as of
October 2011. 
That’s nearly 16 percent of the public school
student population, and does not account for
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Autism Program Set

After years of saving money, cutting through red tape and performing repairs, a new program for young adults with autism 
is set to open this fall. Impact OASIS will use a farm setting at its Sleepy Hollow Road site to help develop employment 
and social skills for adults with autism between the ages of 18 and 27. The four-year vocational and independent living 
program also will offer instruction in social skills and language comprehension and usage. Jobs will be focused on agricul-
ture, food and the environment. Impact OASIS and Middletown jointly own the 26-acre property, paid for with $1 million in 
contributions to the organization, $900,000 in township funds, and $1 million in state Green Acres funds. The first 20 ap-
plicants for the September program who meet admissions criteria will receive call backs and invitations for a tour and an 
interview. Only four residential students and four day students will be accepted in the program’s first year. Further informa-
tion on how to apply is available at the organization’s website, impactoasis.org. The deadline for applications is Feb. 23.
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