
 

We were blessed with eleven new kids.  Four Does and Seven Bucklings.                                                                         

The students named all of them.  So if you are interested in staying in the  

“know” you can try committing this “Kid Quiz” to memory: 

 

Angel gave birth to Ash and Amber 

Butterscotch gave birth to Blossom and Blaze  

Jasmine gave birth to Jewel, Jet and Jasper 

Lavender gave birth to Lily, Lynx and Lance 

Lilac gave birth to Louie  

 

Our goat herd was not the only blossoming going on in the Oasis tlc Animal World.  On April 20th we brought 

45 new chicks to our flock.  The students scrambled to band and move our Yearlings in with our senior hens.  

Cleaning and making certain everything was ready for our new arrivals.  They are now three weeks old and 

doing very well.  

   

We experienced this spring not only the beauty of life beginning, in our new kids and chicks, but the full circle 

of life and its ending. Luna, one of our original Does has passed.   

 

Goats, like humans, have a very strong sense of family.  Luna was very close to her two daughters, Lilac and 

Lavender, who gave birth.   She stayed with them through their births and then told us, in her way, it was time.  

We shared with the students what was happening and they asked their questions. They were able to say 

goodbye.  They were so understanding and mature.                  

 

While our animals are like family we recognize their purpose is to ultimately support a working farm.  Our goat 

herd now numbers 30 and our chicken flock is at 120.  Our goats currently produce at least 6 lbs of milk each 

day. Our chickens produce three to four dozen eggs a day. This will continue to grow.  Their produce 

contributes to the support of Oasis tlc in so many ways.  It is in the products we make and the teas and brunches 

we serve. 

 

Maintaining our animals takes a great deal of time and energy.  We welcome any and all who would like to 

volunteer and support our animals.  It is immensely rewarding!      
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Spring at OASIS tlc 
A letter from Pam Smith  
Spring brought OASIS tlc an abundance of new life!  Not only 

was our greenhouse beginning to bud and blossom but so were 

our farm animals.   

 

We bred five of our Does (female goats) over the winter and all 

of them were pregnant! They were to deliver mid-March but our 

girls had a different idea. None of them kept that date and all but 

one waited for the students to return from spring break.  Wow! 

Once they returned four of our Mom’s delivered within three 

days!  If you have ever wondered if our students relate to the 

animals wonder no more -  THEY RELATE!   It is a special and 

unconditional relationship.   Beautiful to watch.   

 
 

  

                 

 



The Social Connection 

.  

John Cleary Jr. was born in New York City and raised in Atlantic 

Highlands/Middletown area with his sister Michele and brothers 

James and Danny. He started at OASIS as a resident during the 

pilot year.  He enjoys being a resident at the TRAIL Center 

because he loves working hard and being independent.  John 

enjoys hanging out with his fellow residents, Nick and Rikki and 

enjoys working with Lauren King. His top three vocational zones 

are weaving, soap making, and sustainable science.  His area of 

expertise is daily morning care of the chickens. Our Health and 

nutrition are key at OASIS; for John, power walks are his favorite 

exercise.  Of all the trips he has gone on with his fellow 

apprentices at OASIS, John enjoyed the Jenkinson’s Aquarium 

the best because it’s fun and he loves walking on the boardwalk.  

On the weekends, John enjoys his time walking and checking our 

what’s going on in scenic Red Bank.  

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Rob Poggioli 

 

INTERN CORNER 

Spotlight : John Cleary 
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Rob was hired this spring as our farmer. He 

would like us to know that he has a deep 

passion for cooking all different types of food: 

Italian, Indian, Spanish!  He enjoys fermenting 

his own food, like sauerkraut and teas, like 

kombucha. 

 

For entertainments, Rob enjoys reading fiction 

like Harry Potter, Neverwhere, and Jonathan 

Livingstone Seagull. In addition, he enjoys 

non-fiction topics on spirituality, farming, 

herbalism, and homesteading.  

GETTING TO KNOW US 
 

April Lippet-Faczak has been with OASIS since our opening in 

2012. When we interviewed April, it was for her farm and 

garden experience.  We were pleasantly surprised to find that 

April was a seasoned weaver and a member of the Weaver’s 

Guild!  Soooo we rescued a floor loom from friend’s attic, and 

developed a weaving program.  Today we have 7- looms; both 

floor and table models.  April has found unique ways of 

teaching our clients how to weave- using things like pizza 

boxes as a guide. Weaving has become a significant part of the 

OASIS Vocational Program. She has guided the students in 

making beautiful tote bags made of recyclable plastic bags 

called Plarn. Also under her guidance yoga mat bags, yoga Eye 

pillows, animal collars and more! 

April is dedicated, committed & dependable & offers her 

expertise, not only in weaving, but for grain grinding, spinning 

wool & other special projects. 

 

 



     Summer 2016 
 

 
What our apprentices have to say about 

 OASIS …      
 

I enjoyed learning how to make blueberry jam and how to 

plant all kinds of vegetables and flowers. ~ Brittany 
 

I did like the animals ~ Brandon 
 

I like to harvest Asparagus at Stevenson’s ~ Mara 
 

What I like most about being a resident at OASIS is I love 

working hard and being independent ~ John 
 

I like to take care of chickens and goats. I like the  

people here; they make me happy ~ Tim 
 

OASIS is nice because it’s a nice place to go .I do hard  

work and clean up. I feed the animals and it makes 

 me feel great~ Tom 
 

What I like about OASIS is learning new words in Spanish 

with my tutor Kaylin ~ Mara 

 

OASIS is nice place to work at. I like working with the 

goats, jamming, weaving, cleaning eggs, and cooking.  

I even like to eat my lunch on the porch 

 on nice days! ~ Alicia 

 

What I love about OASIS is Art, Massage, and field trips. 

 Also weaving, jam and soap making ~ Sarah 
 

I like having my room here. I do art.  I do yoga and 

weight training. I work as a cashier on the ipad. I sell 

produce, juice, eggs and everything. ~ Brian 
 

I like to work with the animals. I like to milk 

Marshmallow, wash buckets and filter the milk. ~ Bob 
 

I like to water the plants in the greenhouse because it  

is calm ~ Will 
 

I like my job as chef for the tea service.  I like making  

scones, and egg salad sandwiches,  ~ Nick 
 

I like it here because it is wonderful. I took care of the 

chickens and goats. I like weaving and horticulture and 

sustainable science.  I have fun at yoga class and weight 

training. The people like me. I would like  

to live here!” ~ Chris 

 

 
 

 

 

Special Edition:  Article submitted  for publication 

in our newsletter by 

 Alicia Caffrey  Oasis tlc intern  

 

Special Needs Girl Wants to  

Temporarily Raise an African Elephant 

Calf 
                                                                                                  

April 18, 2016- HOLMDEL, NJ- Alicia Caffrey, a   

21-year-old girl living with autism is a big fan of 

animals even when they’re young. Her favorites 

include lions, giraffes, zebras, hippopotamuses, giant 

pandas, snow leopards, polar bears, elephants, 

Weddell seals, green mamba snakes, black panthers, 

cheetahs, and tigers. She’s been to various zoos in 

the United States, even for vacations. She works at a 

special farm for autistic adults and cares for goats 

and chickens there. In her future, she wants to live in 

San Diego and help at the San Diego Zoo and Wild 

Animal Park. 

 

Even though the state of New Jersey does not allow 

anyone to privately own an exotic animal, Alicia 

really wants to raise an orphaned African elephant 

calf for three or six months and then send it to 

another zoo. However, she’s not qualified to care for 

exotic animals and she does not want to go to 

college for zoology care because she says she 

doesn’t have time to go back to school. 

 
If she’s able to temporarily raise an orphaned 

elephant calf she will provide lots of loving care for 

it. Alicia would be really happy to have an unusual 

experience like this. 
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ART OASIS – On the Road 

Our students have been very busy creating products and 

exploring new art projects to show and sell at art and craft 

fairs all over Monmouth County. During the past year Art 

OASIS and Boutique have been showing up at many 

places around town – you may have seen us! Recently, we 

were invited to set up our Boutique at “West Elm" in Red 

Bank (exciting to say the least) and we can’t wait to go 

back this summer (check our calendar). You may have 

also spotted us at the Atlantic Highlands Arts Corner, 

Sickles Farm Market, Rumson Oceanic Library or maybe 

you had a chance to stop by our TRAIL Center for our 

very own OASIS Art Exhibit under the direction of Kathy 

Donnelly of the Beauregard Gallery, Rumson. In fact, just 

last month we were at Monmouth University for the Made 

in Monmouth Community Fair, Rumson Fair Haven High 

School Community Fair and the 2016 Community Car 

Show and Fair at Poricy Park. We couldn’t have done it 

without the support of our staff, parents, families and great 

volunteers who helped students create such amazing 

items, pack and transport products and work tables at all 

of these events – THANK YOU !! 

Not only have we been out and about selling our products 

but we’ve also been hard at work increasing our supplies  

 

and expanding our product lines. OASIS Boutique is 

proud to announce that it has added some very 

specially formulated farm products – our very own 

Coffee Body Scrub, Lip Balm and Body Salve to 

help soothe the driest of skin! Of course, we still 

have the moisturizing organic soaps made with our 

own goats milk but we’ve added some homegrown 

ingredients to calm your mind and exhilarate your 

senses! In addition to the Lavender, Cinnamon and 

Thieves soaps, we now offer Orange Clove, 

Charcoal-Tea Tree –Lemon and Sandalwood Rose- 

Betonite Clay soaps! We also have a new line of 

decorative pillows. We have re-purposed our art 

work and printed students beautiful artwork onto 

various fabrics, including canvas for the patio!  

We haven’t stopped yet! We are so proud to 

announce that we have a new sculptor program. This 

new vocation has taught our students to make soaps 

dishes and berry pots. Judy Tavill of JTCeramics has 

been working with us and has proven to be a 

wonderful teacher and mentor for our students.  

Finally, this semester, we have introduced a fantastic 

woodworking vocation under the direction of Van. 

Van, a teacher of woodworking for 30 years, is 

passionate about his art and it shows. The students 

have been making beautiful wooden cutting boards 

that have been added to our boutique inventory! 

ART OASIS has been a great source of pride for our 

organization and students and we are looking 

forward to going many more places together sharing, 

showing and selling our creations!! Check out the 

calendar for upcoming events.                                      

                                                      -Liz Schiumo

  
West Elm Display 

 

Spotlight on Art OASIS

 
Art OASIS is under the direction of Sarah Hilton of the Sarah 
Hilton Art Studio, Atlantic Highlands. Recently she has been 
recognized by the Monmouth Arts Council at this year's Arts 

Education Awards and Showcase with a Certificate of 
Excellence as the 2016 Community Champion of the Arts. She 

was honored as an arts educator and community champion, 
making positive impacts at OASIS, TLC and in the community 

through the arts. Congratulations  Sarah!! 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events  
 

Farmer’s Market, Atlantic Highlands 
Friday’s 12-6pm  

 

Farmer’s Market , Middletown Train 
Station 

August 20th & September 17th 

9:00am – 2:00pm 
 

Under My Skin for Life Foundation 
Autism Bike Run, Tattooing. Live Music 

September 10th 10am – 6pm 
 

Product Sale @ Middletown Day 
 Croydon Hall,   September 24th 

11:00 am -5:00 pm 
 

Social Teas every other Wednesday 
3:00-4:30pm   Sept. thru May 

By evite only. Email us if you are interested 
 

Annual Green Ball, Rumson Country Club 
Saturday, October 15th 

 

Farm to Table, October 22nd 
Email us for additional information 

 

Chili Sunday, December 4th 
Email us for additional information 

 

Holiday Tea, December 18th 
Check website for details 

 

OASIS Volunteer Days posted on website 
 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO JOIN ANY  

please visit our website 
Oasistlc.org  

To be placed on our evite list,  PLEASE EMAIL 
US AT OASISTLCNJ@GMAIL.COM  

 
WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

Please help us keep the lines of communication open! 
Visit and interact with us on Facebook at 

facebook.com/oasis farms 
 

Did you know….  OASIS offers   

. 
Hatha Yoga Classes 

 

Tuesday 4:30 pm 

Thursday 9:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fresh organic juice prepared by students will be 

available following the class on Thursday 
 

Farm made products are available for purchase  
 

Donations Appreciated 

 
 What is the Friday Night 

Pizza Social? 
 

Residents & students of OASIS host a weekly Friday Night 
Pizza Social.  This is a night where they can connect and 
interact with people in our community in a relaxed way.   

5:30-7:30p 
High School + 

$15pp 
 

 October – May. RSVP required prior to 
attendance. For information, contact us at 

oasistlcnj@gmail.com 
 

  

 

 

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY 

POLICY AS TO STUDENTS 
OASIS tlc will admit qualified students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin, 

sex, religion, sexual orientation, and gender identity and expression to all the rights, 
privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students 

at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or ethnic 

origin, sex, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, veteran status 
or any other characteristic protected by applicable law in administration of its 

educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and any 

other school-administered programs. 
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Van  Samothrakis joined OASIS for 2016. He volunteers 

his time as an adjunct instructor for our woodworking 

pre-vocational experience. Apprentices are making 

cutting boards and holders for our homemade jams- both 

make ideal gift! 

 

Van comes to us as a recent retiree from the New York 

City Department of education . He worked as an 

Industrial Arts Special Education Teacher for the last 30 

years teaching woodworking and graphic arts hand tool 

skills to adolescents with autism.    

 

 

Judi Tavill is a gifted ceramic artist who owns her own 

business- Judi Tavill Ceramics. The inspiration for Judi’s  

work is from nature- its  designs and patterns. She 

describes her work to “involve tasks of repetition and 

contemplation that serve as a working meditation” – 

making her work a perfect match for our apprentices. 

Students have sculpted bowls and soap dishes which have 

been a great hit.  Their vases will first be displaced in the 

centerpieces for our upcoming green ball.   

 

Judi’s work can be seen on her website, jtceramics.com 

 

We are truly blessed to have both Van and Judi join 

us at OASIS tlc! 

 

 

 
 

Thank you to all the volunteers from local schools and 

community, who participated in our scheduled 

volunteer days and social events! 

Special thanks to the Eagle Scouts, Kyle Baird and 

Christopher Moorzitz for completing projects with us! 

 

We would also like to thank those individuals who 

have been volunteering regularly at the center:  

 

Tony  

Jan 

Diane 

Gina 

Seglinda 

Sarah 

Joe 

Van 

Judy 

 

Student interns MU 

Sara 

Natalie 

Julie ( now employed by OASIS) 

 

Student interns Brookdale 

Perri (now employed by OASIS) 
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