
Now, an update; we are in our second school year with a really full house. Students have come back after a successful 
summer program ready to resume work on the farm. Our focus continues to be on vocational skill building, social skills 
training, personal growth and awareness, and independent living. Building on the success of our Saturday morning breakfast, 
this past summer, the students are continuing their work on food service and preparation with biweekly formal tea service, 
which is open to the public. They are baking their own bread, scones and making goat cheese. They are harvesting fruits and 
vegetables for jellies, jams and sauces as well as collecting eggs to make egg salad. Most importantly they are greeting and 
seating guests, taking orders and delivering a beautiful tasty meal for the public to enjoy, in our Lafayette ballroom! It’s a 
magical event and I urge everyone to take time out to experience it. 
 

Of course, there are also other vocations being worked on at OASIS.  Our students are caring for the animals and gardens. 
They are weaving and producing gorgeous cloth to make products such as lavender eye-pillows and reusable bags made from 
plastic bags, a beautiful thing! They are painting and selling their own art. In addition, OASIS students are developing basic 
carpentry skills as they take woodworking classes, build fences and take part in multiple aspects of property maintenance, 
including landscaping and care of machinery. 
 

Critically important social skills training and language comprehension and usage is woven through all parts of the day. 
Personal awareness and growth are also a major focus. Staff and students meet every morning to make daily choices about 
diet, exercise and appropriate clothing for the weather and the day’s work ahead.  Additionally, independent living skills are 
interwoven throughout the day. The staff and students work together maintaining the home as the students learn to clean, 
vacuum, do laundry and wash dishes. They also are learning about paying bills, maintaining a budget, and planning meals. 
Needless to say they are very busy!! 
 
Well, I am getting exhausted just writing this. Congratulations to our students, staff, board members, volunteers and 
donors! We are off to a great start- I am looking forward to a great close to this first semester and a very prosperous 2015!  

                                                                                                                         ~   Mai 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    Harvesting turnips with Bob and Tim 
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A letter from Mai Cleary, President OASIS tlc 

Dear Friends and Families, 
 

It is with great excitement that I write this letter to join with our students 
in creating our first OASIS tlc newsletter.  For those of you who don’t 
know, OASIS stands for Ongoing Autistic Success in Society and tlc stands 
for Therapeutic Life Centers.  Our students are doing wonderfully and 
visible progress is being made. They surely will be a success-that is clearly 
evident!  Not only have our students become more engaging and 
comfortable with us “neurotypicals”, they have created a therapeutic 
environment for our staff and volunteers!! They are super wonderful 
human beings and being around each other has been all positive. Many 
thanks to our staff and volunteers for creating such a supportive and 
nurturing atmosphere!! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Creating meaningful work and peaceful residences for adults with autism because children with autism grow up 

 



  

The Social Connection 

Rikki is in her second year at OASIS and stays as a resident.  Rikki’s past 
experience includes working at K-Mart as a fitting room attendant and 
at Dollar Tree as a stocker.  She recently visited Colorado with her 
family and enjoyed the mountains and landscape while horseback riding. 
Rikki finds OASIS to be her home away from home. Rikki likes caring 
for the animals at OASIS, especially the goats. If she had to pick, Baby 
would be her favorite. She feels the Social Graces Tea Service has 
helped her grow and develop new skills as a server and an understanding 
of how restaurants run. She enjoys the variety of opportunities offered 
to the students like going out to dinner and bowling with her friends. “I 
enjoy being at OASIS because of all the different work and social 
activities they have here.”  

 

 FUN FACTS: 

              FAVORITE FOOD: Salmon! And she loves how they   
                                                prepare it at the Soul Kitchen 
              FAVORITE COLOR: Purple! And she wears a lot of it! 
              FAMILY: Rikki has four sisters 
              FUN: Rikki likes to attend dances 

                                                                                                          

Rikki has a GREAT sense of humor! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

STUDENT CORNER 

 

 

Spotlight : Rikki Blood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GETTING TO KNOW US 

While our students are already well 
acquainted with our new House-parent, 
you may not be! INTRODUCING 
(drum roll please) Kelsey Haas.   
Kelsey comes to us from Beachwood, 
NJ and is currently a senior at 
Monmouth University. Her studies are 
very important to her and she is 
working diligently to become an 
Occupational Therapist. Prior to 
joining OASIS, Kelsey, gained 
practical experience working with 
individuals of all ages with various 
needs at physical therapy private 
practices and physical and 
occupational therapy rehabilitation 
hospitals. She also has experience with 
children and adults through her 
involvement as a martial arts fitness 
instructor.  In addition, we are happy 
to report that she brings to our 
residence a passion for music, one that 
many students share, as she enjoys 
playing on her violin in her spare time. 
. 

 

 

 

 

 

November 2014 

 
Vol. 1 Issue 1 

 

 

 

 

OASIS Voice 
 

 

"I like chickens because they lay eggs." Tim 
 

"I like painting because I get to sell them 
for money!" Mara 

 
"I like OASIS because I take care of one 

big horse, six goats and fifty chickens." Bob 
 

"I like weaving class at OASIS because of 
the different looms." Rikki 
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 Spotlight on Baby 

Since Baby would be Rikki’s favorite, she will be the farm animal 
highlighted this month.   
 
Baby is a Nigerian Dwarf goat coming to OASIS in June of 2013 from 
Freedom Star Farm in Bethlehem, NJ.  She was born on March 15, 2011.  
Baby is usually the first of the goats to come and greet us when entering 
the goat area.  She is undoubtedly the alpha of the group.  Some words to 
describe Baby are beautiful, independent, tenacious, charming, and 
definitely a handful when milking! 
  
On March 28th, Baby gave birth to three beautiful kids, two girls and one 
boy.  
 

Volunteers Make a Difference 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

What is the Friday Night 
Pizza Social? 

 
Residents & students of OASIS host a 
weekly Friday Night Pizza Social.  This is 
a night where they can connect and 
interact with people in our community in 
a relaxed way.   

5:30-7:30p 
High School + 

$15pp 
 

RSVP required prior to attendance 
For information, contact us at 

oasistlcnj@gmail.com 
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Beauty, Butterscotch, & Basil 

Don’t Miss Out on the Fun! 

 

Become a peer mentor 

Attend our regularly scheduled volunteer 
days 

Organize a volunteer day with friends 

Host a day of charity for OASIS 

Scout Projects 

Donate your individual expertise 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Upcoming Events: 
 

Yoga- Tuesdays 4:30p & Thursdays 9a (donation 
optional) 

 
Social Tea Service- alternate Wednesdays, 

November 12th , December 3rd  and 17th 
 3-5p (last seating at 4:30, donation optional) 

 
Wine Tasting at Restaurant Nicholas- Thursday, 

Nov. 6, $125.pp 
 

OASIS Volunteer Day- Saturday, Nov 22 10-2p 
(lunch served) 

 
Table display with homemade items for sale at: 

 
Monmouth Conservation Foundation Holiday 
Style Luncheon & Shopping Spree- Thursday, 

Dec 4. RSVP required directly to MCF 
 

Bayshore Holiday Shopping Extravaganza- 
Saturday, Dec  6 10a-3p 

 
OASIS Annual Holiday Tea & Open House 

Celebration- Wednesday, Dec 14 3-6p 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO JOIN ANY 

EVENT, PLEASE EMAIL US AT 
OASISTLCNJ@GMAIL.COM 

 
 
 
 

 

Did you know…. 

In 2011, Members of the Middletown Township Committee, 
the Mayor, Monmouth Conservation Foundation, NJDEP 
Green Acres, and NY/NJ Baykeeper and OASIS tlc (formerly 
Impact OASIS), came together in support of open space. All 
contributed to preserve a 26 acre property, 7 acres including a 
historic home, belonging to OASIS tlc is being converted into a 
working farm and is the current site of our first transitional 
residence for young adults with autism. 
 
The most interesting part of the property is the residence! It 
houses an enchanting room of historical significance. The estate 
once hosted a ball which was attended by General Lafayette 
after the American Revolution. In preparation for this event, 
the ceiling of the main room was raised to create a more formal 
ballroom. Both ceiling and fireplaces are adorned with intricate 
French style plaster moldings.  The room, known as the 
Lafayette Room, was redone to welcome Marquis de Lafayette 
during his tour of the U.S. in 1824. Take one step in and you’ll 
feel like you’ve entered a fairy tale! This is where we host our 
yoga and music classes, Social Tea service, Farm to Table and 
other fundraising events..  Its serene essence soothes the busiest 
minds and helps one to focus on the beauty of the activity and 
peaceful surroundings. 
. 
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WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
 
Please help us keep the lines of 
communication open! Visit and interact with 
us on Facebook at facebook.com/oasis 
farms and at our new website 
www.oasistlc.org.  We’d love to hear your 
feedback   and  suggestions.  By  the  way -  
did you see us in the October issue of the 
Two River Times? And, keep an eye open for 
us in the November issue of NJ Monthly! 
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…a stable place of order among chaos… 

http://www.oasistlc.org/

